
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 1 in Year 8 – What are we learning? 

Science 

We are learning about food and digestion, 

exploring how food is broken down, 

absorbed, and used for energy and growth. 

We'll also learn about digestive organs, 

nutrients, enzymes, and how the body uses 

food for energy and growth We will then 

learn about electricity and magnetism, 

focusing on circuits, conductors, insulators, 

and how magnets and electromagnets 

work. 

History 

African Colonisation 

Pupils will explore the impact of 

European colonisation on West Africa, 

examining its wealth and culture 

before European arrival. They will 

study the Ghana Empire, Mali, and 

Mansa Musa, understanding their 

significance in global history. 
 

Maths 

Pupils will develop their algebraic skills by 

solving equations, expanding brackets, and 

working with sequences, equalities, and 

indices. They will apply these concepts to 

problem-solving and mathematical 

reasoning. 

 

English 

The Tempest 

Pupils will explore the context and relevance 

of The Tempest, analysing characters and 

Shakespeare’s techniques building on their 

previous knowledge of A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. They will study the structure of a 

play and its impact on meaning while 

developing their SPAG skills in different text 

types. 
 

Geography 

Pupils will explore how Earth's resources meet 
human needs in a growing population. They 
will investigate essential vs. non-essential 
resources, sustainability, fossil fuels, and 
alternative energy. Through map skills, they 
will examine oil production, energy security, 
and ecosystems, focusing on tuna fishing and 
resource ownership. Pupils will also study 
diamond formation, fair trade, and Sierra Leone 
as a case study. 

PE & Games 
 

Students will focus on developing team attacking 

and defending strategies and associated core 

techniques required in rugby, basketball and 

handball. To develop an improved knowledge of 

small sided competitive games and rules than 

underpin the game. 

In dance develop confidence in dance movements. 

Students will continue making decisions, assess 

outcomes and suggest improvements. 

Music 

 

Pupils will explore four musical structures: 

Question and Answer Phrases, Binary Form, 

Ternary Form, and Rondo Form. They will 

understand the concept of form and structure in 

music, recognize the differences between these 

forms, and identify sections within music.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 1 in Year 8 – What are we learning? 

PSHE 

Relationships 

We will be learning about healthy and 
unhealthy relationship values and 

expectations.  We’ll explore ways to 
keep safe online and develop 

understanding of gender identities and 
sexual orientations, consent and FGM. 

 

French 
En vacance 

 
Pupils will learn to talk about school 
holidays, using the verbs avoir and être 
in the perfect tense. They will describe 
places they visited, what they did, and 
understand the use of regular and 
irregular verbs in the perfect tense, 
including aller. Pupils will practice 
listening, reading for negatives, and 
participate in an interview about a 
special holiday. 
 

RE 
Islam 

We will continue to focus our learning 
on the significance of the Five Pillars 
of Islam, Symbolism of different 
actions and explore key influences on 
Islamic moral code. 

Food & Design and Technology 

In DT pupils will analyse an existing 
phone holder, identifying its strengths 
and weaknesses. They will create a 
technical, measurable specification for 
their product, present alternative ideas, 
and select appropriate tools and 
equipment for making. 

 

Computing 

Pupils  will explore the technologies that 
make up the internet and World Wide Web. 
Starting with an exploration of the building 
blocks of the World Wide Web, HTML, and 
CSS, learners will investigate how websites 
are catalogued and organised for effective 
retrieval using search engines.  

Art 

Year 8 are looking at architecture and 
how it is used in art by Ian Murphy and 
Rob Wilson. 

 

 
 

Food Technology 

We learn to identify different spices and 

herbs. We create and present Bunny 

Chow, Jamaican Jerk Chicken, Thai 

Green curry and lamb meatballs! 


