
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 1 in Year 5 – What are we learning? 

Science 

We will explore the Life Cycles of different 

living things, including mammals, birds, 

amphibians, insects, and plants. We will 

learn how they grow, reproduce, and 

change over time, comparing their life 

cycles and identifying key stages such as 

birth, growth, reproduction, and aging. We 

will also investigate plant reproduction, 

including pollination, fertilisation, and seed 

dispersal. 

 

History 

We study our second Ancient Civilisation 

during this term: The Ancient Maya. We 

consider who the Maya were, how their 

civilisation was discovered and how they 

developed. We also learn about their culture, 

and make comparisons with Ancient Egypt. We 

will learn through using sources and 

interpretations, and focus on concepts such as 

similarity and difference, and change and 

continuity. 

 

Maths 

We will be learning about the properties of 

shapes and covering position and direction 

in our geometry topics this term. We will 

also be learning about negative numbers 

and decimals in our number topic. Finally, 

we will cover volume and converting units 

in our measurement topic.  

 

 

English 

Journey to the River Sea 

 

We will be learning how writers use language 

techniques and vocabulary for impact, and 

how structure can be used in writing for effect. 

We will be explaining inferences using evidence, 

and also using structural and linguistic 

techniques, and vocabulary, for a purpose. We 

will also be developing our spoken language 

and communication skills. 

 

Geography 

We study two very different climate zones this 

term: polar and tropical. In the first half term 

we focus on the Arctic and Antarctic. We focus 

on place knowledge and climate, learning how 

to draw climate graphs. We also learn how 

plants and animals adapt to ‘life in the freezer.’ 

Pupils will also compare each polar region. 

 

 

PE & Games 
 

Use gymnastics and athletics to develop students 
motor skills and coordination. 
Play competitive games, modified where 
appropriate. 
Apply basic principles suitable for striking and 
fielding in cricket and rounders. 
Students will explore variety of skills in forest school 
such as fire and den building. 

Music 

Pupils will explore the theme of water 

through singing, composing, performing, 

and listening to music inspired by rivers, the 

sea, and the water cycle. They will study 

how composers like Smetana, use melody 

and dynamics to describe water, and create 

their own musical pieces using stepwise 

melodies, water sound effects, and dynamic 

contrasts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE 

 

Me and My Relationships 

This term we will look at gender 

stereotyping, friendships, secrets, family 

relationships, families and changes. 

 

 

French 

This summer, Year 5 will be learning how 

to identify family members in French, list 

household items and use basic prepositions 

both in speech and in writing 

 

 

RE 

 

Charity & religion 

Linking beliefs and actions  

Salvation Army 

 

Design and Technology 

Pupils will design and manufacture their 

own pen holder using plastics. They will 

explore different types of plastics, learn how 

to accurately measure and model designs, 

and safely use a variety of tools and 

equipment to create a finished product. The 

challenge is to make a pen holder that is 

functional, stable, and well-finished. 

 

 

Computing 
 

This half term, children in Year 5 will be 
creating their own vector drawings.  They will 
be learning how to use different drawing tools 
to help create images and objects.  They will 

then layer these objects, grouping and 
duplicating them to create more complex 

pieces of work. 
 

 

Art 

 
Year 5 are looking at self-portrait artists and 

will be creating their own arty version of 
themselves. 

 

 

Food Technology 

Pupils will learn the principles of a healthy, 

balanced diet while focusing on treats. They 

will develop cooking techniques, understand 

kitchen safety, and explore ways to make 

treats healthier without compromising on 

taste. 

 

 


