
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 1 in Year 8 – What are we learning? 

Science 

We will learn about respiration and breathing, 

including how the body takes in oxygen and 

removes carbon dioxide. We will explore the 

structure and function of the respiratory system, 

the process of gas exchange in the lungs, and 

how energy is produced in cells through aerobic 

respiration. We will also compare aerobic and 

anaerobic respiration .We will then move on to 

learn about forces, focusing on motion and 

speed. We will explore how forces affect the 

movement of objects. 

History 

Pupils will begin their 20th Century unit to 

finish off their time at WPMS and to prepare 

them for their studies at high school. We will 

study a range of topics to get a sense of how 

transformative the 20th century was, with 

opportunities to research some areas more in-

depth. We begin with a study of Women’s 

Rights and World War One. Pupils will learn 

through contemporary sources and modern 

interpretations, having the opportunity to 

discuss their own conclusions.  

Maths 

Pupils will be finding angles in parallel lines and 

polygons. They will recap how to find the area of 

triangles and special quadrilaterals before 

learning how to find the area of trapezia and 

circles. Pupils will learn how to reflect shapes 

using a vertical, horizontal and diagonal line of 

symmetry. They will apply these concepts to 

problem-solving and mathematical reasoning. 

 

English 

Animal Farm 

In English Literature, we will explore George 

Orwell’s allegory, Animal Farm. Through close 

analysis of language, we will discuss how the 

allegory works as an extended metaphor for the 

political landscape in 1945. The final assessment 

will focus on debate via a seminar. 

Dystopia Fiction 

In Creative Writing, we will explore dystopian 

texts, particularly dystopian settings. For our final 

assessment, we will create our own dystopian 

story. 

Geography 

Pupils will begin their unit on Extreme Places, where 
were study and compare the hottest, coldest, wettest 
and driest places on Earth. We will study physical 
Geography, to understand causes, climate and 
consequences, as well as human Geography as we 
learn how people adapt to living in these conditions. 
We will recap key skills such as map work, location 
work and graph making, using oracy to reach 
conclusions. 

 

 

 
PE & Games 

 
Students refine and apply advanced tactics in striking 
and fielding games, including cricket and rounders.  
 
In gymnastics, they focus on complex sequences, 
synchronization, and performance evaluation.  
 
Athletics includes both track and field events, 
emphasizing technique, competition strategies, and race 
pacing for optimal performance. 

 
 

Music 

Pupils will develop their understanding of Bass Clef 

Reading and Notation by exploring a variety of bass 

line patterns across different musical genres and time 

periods. They will perform and compose using Bass 

Line Riffs, Walking Bass Lines, Arpeggios, and Pedal 

Notes, gaining practical experience through listening, 

performing, and creative activities. The unit will 

include music from styles such as Hip-Hop, Jazz, 

Classical, Rock and Roll, and Film Music. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE 

Staying safe - First aid 

Continuing exploring careers then learning 

about basic life support, CPR, bleeding, 

asthma, allergies and keeping safe at home. 

French 
 

This summer, Year 8 will be learning to 

discuss in detail TV programmes, actors 

and digital technology and will be 

developing their use of adjectival 

agreement. 

 

RE 
 

Judaism 

We will continue to learn about Key 
Principles, Holy Books, and family Life 

 

 

Food & Design and Technology 

Throughout this project, pupils will research, 

design, and construct a custom phone holder 

using a combination of traditional and 

digital manufacturing techniques. They will 

explore existing designs, develop their own 

sketches and technical drawings, and bring 

their ideas to life using hand tools and 

computer-aided design (CAD) software. 

 

Computing 

Year 8 pupils will learn about mobile app 
development, including how safety 

considerations can be implemented to aid user 
engagement.  Pupils begin by reviewing a 

project, identifying user needs and developing 
the principles of user-centric design.  We will 

then move on to coding and debugging our own 
mobile apps.  

 

Art 

 

Year 8 are looking at architecture and how it 
is used in art by Ian Murphy and Rob Wilson.  

 
 

 

Food Technology 

Pupils will learn to identify and use different 

spices and herbs while creating and 

presenting four international dishes: Bunny 

Chow, Jamaican Jerk Chicken, Thai Green 

Curry, and Lamb Meatballs. This project will 

develop their cooking skills, flavour 

knowledge, and presentation techniques. 

 


