
 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Please read the important information below regarding the new EU Travel Rules that come in please 

from 12th October 2025. 

New EU Travel Rules -12 October 2025 

Upcoming Entry/Exit System and ETIAS border controls will impact school groups travelling to 

Europe. 

The Entry/Exit System (EES) is a new digital border system for people travelling to the EU. It will 

replace the need for travellers to have their passports manually stamped at the EU border. 

The new system requires all travellers, including children, to register their biometric details at the EU 

border. It uses electronic kiosks - similar to self-service passport machines - to scan passengers' faces 

or fingerprints.  

1. Groups travelling to Europe by air will go through EES checks on arrival at their destination 

airport. 

2. School groups crossing the Channel by ferry or rail will have their EES checks on departure at 

the Port of Dover, Eurotunnel or Eurostar terminals.  

EES applies to British and non-EU nationals visiting EU and Schengen countries (including Iceland and 

Switzerland but not Cyprus and Ireland). 

The system is not yet operational. The new checks are expected to be phased in gradually across the 

EU from 12 October 2025. 

 All UK nationals and non-EU citizens travelling to the Schengen area will be required to undergo the 

EES biometric checks. 

This applies to groups travelling to any EU country, except Ireland and Cyprus, and also applies to 

groups visiting Iceland and Switzerland. EES is not required for holders of Irish or EU passports 

 Children are not exempt from the EES border checks. However, children under 12 years only need 

to have their picture registered and will not need to provide a fingerprint.  

By consenting to the French residential you are aware that your child will have their picture 

registered and they will have to provide a finger print at the EES border checks. 

 

 



 

Your child’s biometrics will be saved for three years after registration. The next time you visit the EU, 

just your face or fingerprints will be checked - hopefully a quicker process! Once the EES is 

embedded, it will replace the need for travellers to have their passports stamped at the border. 

 All the passengers in our group will be required to submit their fingerprints or have their photo 

taken at the border. The process will take a few minutes per person and we expect longer queue 

times while our group is registered for the first time. We will factor this into our itinerary timings. 

Cross-Channel groups 

School groups crossing into France via the Channel will register their biometric data before boarding 

the ferry as follows: 

Port of Dover - there are 24 kiosks for the exclusive use of coach passengers at Dover. All 

coach passengers will need to get off the coach and register their biometrics before 

boarding the ferry. 

To minimise waiting times, prior to arriving at the port I will register our school group with all our 

passport details with the French authorities to speed up border controls at the Port of Dover. 

For further information please click on the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/dover-to-calais-school-trips 

 

As always, if you have any questions or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me and I will answer 

them the best I can, or signpost you in the right direction. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Kind regards, 

 
Miss K Woolliscroft 
Head of Physical Education / Educational Visits Coordinator 
Trips & Events Lead 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/dover-to-calais-school-trips

