
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 in Year 8 – What are we learning? 

Science 

We will build on knowledge of the periodic table to 

explore patterns in chemical reactivity. Looking at 

how different elements react and why some react 

more vigorously than others. We also investigate 

energy changes in reactions, looking at exothermic 

and endothermic reactions, and how energy is 

transferred during chemical changes. Real-life 

examples, such as burning fuels or metal reactions 

with water and acids, help show why understanding 

reactivity and energy is important. 

 

 

History 

Having finished learning about the American 

and French Revolutions, we now move to study 

the Industrial Revolution. We will start with 

learning about living and working conditions, 

linking with our visit to the Black Country Living 

Museum. We will then look at political protest 

and social change, understanding how modern 

Britain came to be. 

 

 

Maths 

Pupils will be working on co-ordinates. This 

topic requires pupils to draw and identify 

straight-line graphs as well as possibly 

beginning to look at quadratic graphs. They 

will complete a topic involving multiplying 

and dividing fractions. Finally, pupils will 

complete work on symmetry and reflection. 

 

English 

This term, pupils will look at Animal Farm 

by George Orwell. They will explore how 

the text works as an allegory for life 

during the 20th century. In their creative 

writing, pupils will study dystopian 

fiction. At the end of the unit, they will 

produce their own dystopian story. 
 

 

Geography 

 

We will continue our study of weather and climate 

this half term. We will learn about anti-cyclones, 

depressions and weather fronts, practising our 

forecasting skills. We will then move on to looking 

at local climate and global climate, with a focus on 

climate change and the threat that poses for all of 

us. 

PE & Games 

Pupils will focus on health and fitness by examining the 
components of fitness and exploring ways to improve them 

through targeted training. In PE, gymnastics will develop 
flexibility, strength, and control, while non-contact boxing will 

enhance coordination, discipline, and overall physical 
conditioning. During games sessions, pupils will advance their 

tactical awareness, technical skills, and teamwork through rugby 
and netball. Across all activities, pupils will build confidence, 
resilience, and a deeper understanding of how to enhance 

physical performance in a variety of sporting contexts. 

 
 

Music 

 

Pupils will consider all things ‘low down’ in this unit ‘All 

About That Bass’!  We will look at bass riffs, walking bass 

lines pedal tones and Alberti bass lines.  We will consider 

which instruments give us that low down sound and how 

the bass line can drive the music we listen to.  We will also 

look at the importance of bass in a variety of musical 

genres including Rock, Rap, Hip Hop and R&B. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 in Year 8 – What are we learning? 

PSHE 

Pupils will explore self-expression and 

influences, develop digital resilience, and 

understand stress and FOMO. They will 

reflect on body image, recognise healthy 

and unhealthy coping strategies, and learn 

ways to manage change, loss, and grief with 

resilience and awareness. 

 

French 
 

This term we will be practising how to 
order drinks in a café and understanding 

prices. 

We will be using tu and vous parts of the 
verb and use two tenses together.  

We will talk about plans for a weekend 
and say what we are going to do in the 

future.  

 

 
Philosophy, Ethics and Religion 

Pupils will continue to explore key questions about Jesus’ 
life.  They shall reflect on whether something good can 

come from pain or tragedy, and what they believe about 
life after death. Pupils also consider the role of nativity 

plays in schools and how religious and cultural traditions 
are celebrated. 

Life of Jesus – death, resurrection, Christmas & Easter, Afterlife 

 

Design and Technology 

Structures Project 

In this project, we learned about different types 

of structures and the forces that act on them, 

like tension and compression. Working in 

groups, we designed and built our own frame 

structures, then tested their strength. It was a 

great way to explore engineering through 

teamwork and hands-on learning. 

 

Computing 

 
This term sees pupils take a tour through the 
different layers of computer systems: from 

programs to operating systems and physical 
components including the binary building 

blocks! 

 

Art 

After exploring the work of Moore and 
Hepworth they will create their own 

inspired sculpture by using soap. They will 
also explore the work of Shonibare in order 

to create a miniature wire sculpture. 

 

Food Technology 

Diet and Nutrition 

In this Food Technology project, pupils learn 

about Diet and nutrition, exploring the 

importance of a balanced diet and how different 

foods support the body. They plan and prepare 

healthy dishes, developing practical cooking 

skills while learning to make informed food 

choices. The project promotes independence, 

responsibility, and confidence in creating 

nutritious meals. 

 


