Egyptian Factsheet

Egyptian People
The first people came to live by the river Nile in
Egypt in 7500 BC.

Where Did They Live?
The average family lived in a village of sun-baked
mud houses.

The houses were fairly small with hardly any
furniture or windows.

They had flat roofs that the people would sleep on
in the summer when it was too hot inside.

What Did They Wear?
Looking nice and clean was very important to the Egyptians.

Men and women both wore jewellery. The rich wore gold and silver
whereas the poor wore copper jewellery.

Men and women also both wore makeup. The main type of makeup
was black eye paint.

Because it was so hot, most Egyptian people wore white linen clothes
although slaves and servants wore patterned fabrics.

How Did the Egyptians Enjoy Themselves?
Ancient Egyptians loved to play boardgames. One popular game was called ‘Senet’. This

game involved throwing sticks (like dice) to see how many squares to move your piece on
the board.

What Did They Eat and Drink?
The most common food to eat was bread.

They also grew fruit and vegetables and reared goats and sheep for their meat.

They had clay ovens which they cooked their food in and used dishes made from clay
to eat from.

The main drink was beer made from barley.
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What Kind of Jobs Did They Have?
Farmers

Most people were farmers. They grew barley
to make beer, wheat for bread, vegetables
such as onion and cucumber and flax to
make into linen. They grew their crops on
the banks of the Nile River where the soil
was rich and full of nutrients.

Craftspeople

There was a wide variety of crafts jobs such
as carpenters, weavers, jewellers, leather
workers and potters.

Soldiers

Being a soldier was hard work. They trained
a lot. Also, in times of peace the army would
work the fields during planting and harvest
and help with the construction of palaces,
temples and pyramids.

Scribes

Scribes were the only people in Ancient Egypt
who could read and write. They came from
rich families and it took them years to learn
the complex hieroglyphics.

Priests and Priestesses
Priests and Priestesses were responsible for

the temples and holding religious ceremonies.

Pyramids

Most Ancient Egyptian pyramids were built as tombs
for Pharaohs (rulers of Ancient Egypt) and their
families.

Over 130 pyramids have been discovered in Egypt.

The largest pyramid is the Great Pyramid of Giza. It
took over 20 years to build and measured over 140
metres tall.

The pyramid of Khutu at Giza weighs more than 16
Empire State buildings.

Mummies

The ancient Egyptians believed if they preserved a dead person’'s body through
mummification, their souls would live on in the afterlife.

It would take 70 days to turn the body into a mummy. The bandages on a mummy would

stretch out over a mile long.
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Pharaohs

is over 2000 years ago!

years old.

King Narmer was the first Egyptian Pharaoh. He joined together north
and south Egypt together as one country at around 3100 BC.

The last Pharaoh was Cleopatra VII who ruled from 51-30 BC. That

Tutankhamun, the boy King, became Pharaoh when he was 9

Hieroglyphics
The  Egyptian  alphabet  contains
700 hieroglyphs - making it very
difficult to read.

The Rosetta Stone is an ancient Egyptian
carving. It helped us to translate
the language.
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