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6th February 2026

Thursday 5th March 2026: World Book Day Celebrations at Walton Priory
Dear Parent/Guardian,
For World Book Day this year, we are delighted to maintain our link with our local author, Alex Foulkes, but focus more upon book illustration and art. On the day, some of our Year 8 students will be giving the assembly based upon some of their favourite books. 
We will be selling Alex’s books again in the library (payment option on Parent Pay*) and Alex will join us on another date in March for an official book signing where all of the students who have bought one of her books can get them signed.
In the morning on World Book Day, we will welcome a visitor, Malcolm Down who will be holding a Year 8 seminar, with a literacy careers focus, explaining how he got into publishing and what his job, as owner of a publishing house, entails. 
In the afternoon, we will host Charlotte Hernandez from Stone Library who will be running ‘speed date a book’ workshops for some of our KS2 students. 
In honour of the day, we would like to again offer all students the opportunity to dress up.  This year we ask that they dress up with a link to any book character or author. Many staff will again take the opportunity to join them! Staff will replace their lesson starters, sharing with the class their favourite front covers for their favourite books.  Hopefully, this will again inspire some wider reading and consideration of different authors students can try. During their English lessons, students can design a new front cover for their favourite book and write the blurb to go with the wrapper! 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  We really do appreciate all the time and effort that you put in to supporting school events, and we know that the dressing up often takes a lot of effort and time!
Kind regards,
[image: ]       	                                           C.  Hickling
Miss. L. Bartlett                             	          Mrs. C. Hickling
​Teacher of KS3 English and Tutor                Librarian 



[bookmark: _Hlk221259359]*Can be purchased through Walton Priory Middle School Parent Pay for £6.50 rather than the £7.99 RRP. These will be author signed on a later visit by the author in March. With only 20 copies available per book, early purchase is recommended to ensure availability.  The usual remissions apply for pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium.  The payment deadline is the 8th March 2026.
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