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20th March 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
I am writing to you to invite your child and an adult family member to participate in the ‘Fishing for Families’ project this year. Fishing for Families is run by Stafford & Stone School Games with the Canal & River Trust’s Let’s Fish team. The aim is to improve children’s mental health, wellbeing and confidence by participating in an ongoing fishing programme together with their family. There is no upfront cost to participating in Fishing for Families, however you will need to pay to enter the regional and national celebrations (approx. £8/event) and to buy your own bait etc.  
On Session 2 you will be given a starter fishing set to use throughout the project. On completion of the project, the kit is your child’s to keep. If you choose to leave the project before completion you will be required to either return the kit to school or pay to keep it (£200).
Fishing for Families is not a one-off visit – it's an ongoing project from spring to September. A parent or adult family member will need to stay with your child throughout each event. From Session 2 onwards, you will be expected to take part in the whole project: 
· Introductory Session 1 – 9:30 -11:30 - Thursday 23rd April, at Wedgewood Drive, Barlaston ST12 9ER. This involves 1 hour of 1-1 coaching from a qualified coach to catch your child’s first fish. There is also a 1 hour group workshop for both you and your child to learn some basic skills. After this session you can choose whether or not to continue with the project.

· Introductory Session 2 – 9:30, 11:30 - Thursday 21st May, at Wedgewood Drive, Barlaston ST12 9ER. Your child will be given their fishing kit and shown how to use it. You and your child will have approximately 90 minutes to set it up and catch fish by yourselves. There will be Let’s Fish Coaches on hand to help with any problems. 

· Attend 2 Regional Celebration Events – These are fishing competitions suitable for beginners, with plenty of Let’s Fish Coaches on the bank to help. There is also a Schools Celebration event on Friday 5th June, 9am – 3pm, at Wedgewood Drive Barlaston, ST12 9ER, purely for children taking part in Fishing for Families and we would like to send a team from our school to enter this event. Your child will need to attend a minimum of 2 regional or schools celebrations to complete the project. Schools celebrations will take place on weekdays, whereas regional celebrations will take place on weekends throughout the summer (usually Saturdays). 




· Attend the National Celebration of Young People and Fishing on 12th/13th September. This is a fantastic event with approximately 500 young people participating over the weekend, aged from 6-20! It is like a regional celebration, but on a much bigger scale, with the aim of securing a much coveted ‘gudgeon mug’! It takes place on the Shropshire Union Canal between Gnosall and Market Drayton, with the prize giving held at Harper Adams University afterwards. Every participant receives a medal and goody bag and there are alot of prizes on offer too. 

If you would like to find out more about Fishing for Families, feel free to contact me a.walford@waltonpriory.staffs.sch.uk ,  there is also a video of the 2025 project available to watch here from 2:16 onwards: https://vimeo.com/1134170903?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
To declare your interest in reserving your child’s place on the Fishing for Families project, please complete the form below by either clicking the link, or copying and pasting into your browser. 
https://forms.office.com/e/UKsq5D8Psy 
Any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
Kind regards,
A Walford
Alfie Walford
PE Teacher
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